[Effect of tobacco smoke on the level of estrogens and DNA in the rat uterus].
Tobacco smoke induced no changes in the rat uterus weight or in oestrus cycle but decreased estradiol (E2) concentration in the uterus tissue and increased and later decreased the proliferation index and percentage of the cells in the S-phase. The data obtained suggest a phasic character of changes in the reproductive system under the effect of tobacco smoke and corroborate the concept of the role of smoking in the shifting the type of hormonal carcinogenesis from promotional to genotoxic one.